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Abstract:

In the last decade, magnetic multilayers have proven to be essential
structures for creating and investigating complex, topologically non-trivial
spin textures through the ability to tune their composition and properties [1-2].
Two-dimensional magnetic textures such as skyrmions (or chiral domain
walls) have been the focus of a strong interest both in upstream research
and for the development of novel spintronic devices.

First, | will make a short introduction to topology and chirality in thin films as
well as the micromagnetic modelling of skyrmions and review the material
systems in which these fascinating topological spin textures can be
expected. In the second part of my presentation, | will describe how by
relying on our ability to perform fully-electrical nucleation, manipulation and
detection of magnetic skyrmions in multilayers, we have recently designed
and tested a skyrmion-based device for performing a neuromorphic weighted
sum with magnetic skyrmions, that is one of the basic unconventional
computation operation in hardware [3]. Finally, | will present our recent
results on 3D spin textures, called skyrmionic cocoons [6], that have a typical
ellipsoidal shape and that can be stabilized in a periodic magnetic multilayers
with a variable thickness for the ferromagnetic elements. These novel 3D
topological textures can be detected through MFM, electrical measurements
or using x-ray holography and x-ray laminography that gives a precise insight
into the 3D distribution of the magnetization which demonstrate the 3D
nature of skyrmionic cocoons.
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